2x8                 THE INDIAN EMPIRE             [CHAP.
Calcdia-        In the United Provinces the object aimed at is the ascertain-tion of the ment of the actual renting value of the knd to be assessed, duel or     rfke clue^ ?u^e adopted in the Province of Agra (and the system assets.      in Oudh is on somewhat similar lines) is the recorded cash United      rental of lands under tenants, and the rents so recorded are Provinces, accepted as the basis for the assessment of such lands unless they are found by inquiry to be unstable, grossly inadequate, or fraudulent.   In order to test the recorded rents, the area to he assessed is divided into circles and the soils in each circle are classified ; the incidence of the recorded rents for each class of soil (after eliminating fraudulent, inadequate, privileged, nominal, fancy, and other abnormal rents) is then ascertained and compared with the rates of rent for each soil which are generally admitted to be in force,   The results of the comparison are further tested by an examination of the statistics regarding population, crops, size of holdings, and so forth, and ultimately a standard set of rent rates is worked out.   These standard rates arcs with some modifications, utilized for the valuation of lands other than those which pay cash rents, that is, for determining the rental which such lands could fairly pay if so rented.    By combining the rental valuations for rented and non-rented lands, a figure is obtained which represents the net 4 assets ' on which the assessment is levied.
Central In the Central Provinces, also, the actual cash rents are Provinces, accepted as the net 'assets/ but as the rents are, generally speaking, revised by the Government at the time of assessment, the question resolves itself into "the ascertainment of a suitable cash rental To accomplish this, the comparative value of the various soils is ascertained, and the result is recorded in terms of a common unit, known as the ' soil unit/ The incidence of the existing rent on this unit in each village is then checked by a comparison with the incidence in other villages an$ by m examination of past enhancements and the rise of prices; and on these considerations is based a standard unit for each group of villages. This unit is then modified for each village according to local circumstances; and when the village unit is applied to the various soil-areas contained in each holding of the village, the result represents for each holding, and for the aggregate of holdings* the standard rental which could fairly be demanded, This is modified where necessary in each holding with refeimce to the present rent and any other special circumstances; and the sum of the rents actually fixed represents the amount which the landlord is legally entitled to claim, and constitute* the accepted * assets' for the purpose of revenue aiieifwat tatftb. In the Punjab, where fair specimens of cash ranto an not common and where only half the area is under tenants, the calculation of the * assets* is somewhat more difficult* Ttoaim to be assessed is divided into circles and the cultivittion in each circle is classified, either according to the soil or the mode of irrigation, or both. The araa of crop grovm b tach class is ascertained, an average rate of out-turn is estimated, and the